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WCU: A crazy week for commodities and financial markets 
By Ole Sloth Hansen, Head of Commodity Strategy 
 

Crazy and at times terrifying price swings were what financial markets offered traders and investors this 

past week. It was the culmination of the angst that swept into global markets following the Chinese 

devaluation on August 10.  

 

Global stock markets, emerging market currencies and commodities experienced a roller coaster week 

that in the end left many questions unanswered and one in particular: Is this it? 

 

Market volatility since China announced its first devaluation on August 10 

 
 Source: Bloomberg 

 

Chinese growth worries, a supposed "currency war" and US rate hike expectations all became too much 

for worried investors, many of whom had long been calling for a correction in the major stock markets for 

some time.  

 

Once it hit, it hit with a force that was last seen during the financial crisis in 2008. US investors woke up 

on Monday to find their stock market limit down before a single cash trade had been executed. 
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Among all this mayhem, commodities also took a hit – not least growth-dependent raw materials such as 

oil and industrial metals. WTI crude oil dropped below $40/barrel while Brent crude, the global 

benchmark, dropped below $45/b. 

 

This took it close to the lows seen when global demand fell off a cliff during the 2009 recession. 

 

By the end of the week, some normality had resumed but volatility remained, particularly in crude oil 

which jumped by 10% Thursday, the largest one-day leap since 2009. Gold disappointed many as the 

mayhem and weaker dollar failed to drive it through resistance at $1,170/oz.  

 

Most of the outperformance was seen against its fellow metals such as silver (where the ratio moved to 

an eight-year high of 80) and against platinum where it reached a record premium of almost 19%. 

 

In the end, a strong recovery in energy left the Bloomberg commodity index almost unchanged after 

hitting a new 16-year low. Gains in energy, industrial metals and softs helped off-set losses in precious 

metals and grains.   
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In the soft sector, positive momentum returned to sugar as buyers responded strongly after seeing the 

price hit a new seven-year low. A pick-up in the value of both the Brazilian real and the Indian rupee help 

support the sweetener as well as near-term weather concerns in Brazil where the harvest and crushing 

season has started.  

 

Key grains such as wheat and corn remain under pressure from rising supply and the International Grain 

Council added to the negative sentiment by revising world grain stocks to their highest in nearly 30 years 

following the end of the current season.   

 

Following a couple of weeks where precious and semi-precious metals performed relatively well following 

the July selloff, the whole sector was hit hard this past week. Gold especially raised a few eyebrows as it 

failed to benefit from the volatility surge and slumping stocks.  

 

If that was not enough, the US dollar also went into reverse as multiple long positions capitulated to the 

surging euro and Japanese yen.  
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A stronger-than-expected expansion of the US economy last quarter, combined with recovering stocks 

and a stronger dollar, helped send the metal back towards support which currently lies near the $1,110/oz 

area.  

 

Having seen a reduction of the excessive short positioning in recent weeks, gold will now have to find 

another positive driver. With its inability to shine during the mayhem that started Monday, the near-term 

outlook has somewhat deteriorated with the focus once turning to the US Federal Open Market 

Committee meeting on September 17.   
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Gold only managed to perform relative to its peers, in fact, with the ratio to silver reaching 80 for the first 

time since 2009 after silver hit $14/oz – a level last seen during the 2009 recession. Platinum's discount 

widened while palladium, the smallest and least liquid of the metals mentioned, lost 17% in just four days 

before recovering.  

 

Crude oil fundamentals remain negative overall but the market gave a harsh lesson in the impact of 

overextended positioning this past week. Just like gold a month ago, crude oil's best friend had become 

the fact that most traders hated it and saw it lower. As a result, bearish bets reached a level relative to 

those seeing it higher which had not been seen since 2009. 

 

After hitting new lows earlier in the week, the robust US GDP print combined with a technical break above 

$40.50/b on WTI crude oil triggered the biggest one-day rally since 2009 and the first weekly rise in nine.  

 

While this has left a few bears licking their wounds, any additional upside at this stage seems limited to a 

few dollars.  
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With the outlook for supply continuing to outstrip demand, the upside potential for oil at this stage seems 

limited. This especially apparent when one considers the risk of rising global inventories during the next 

few months as the seasonal slowdown in refinery demand begins.  

 

 
Source: Saxo Bank 

 
	
  


